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as to which it is now silent, and the necessary omission of 
which to some degree impairs its completeness. Such is the 
famous injunction against Debs and his followers, which broke 
the back -bone of the Chicago strike, and which is now before 
the Supreme Court of the United States on appeal from 
sentence for contempt for disobedience thereof; and the 
notorious decision in the Sugar Trust Case, which left the 
people of this country at the mercy of any and every mo- 
nopoly. It also would have decidedly enhanced the value of 
the work, if the author had been able to qualify the decision of 
Judge Jenkins in the case of the Farmers' Loan and Trust Co. 
v. N. Pac. Ry. Co., 60 Fed. Rep. 803, by the decision of the 
Circuit Court of Appeals, in the same case, on appeal from the 
order of the lower court, which very materially modified the 
latter: Arthur v. Oakes, 63 Fed. Rep. 310. 

It is also matter of regret, in view of the number and 
importance of the public contracts that are annually let in this 
country, and of the vast opportunities for favoritism and fraud 
in the letting of them, that Mr. Beach has not devoted some 
space to a discussion of the injunction as a remedy in such 
cases. There is no reference to this subject in the index ; and 
but one case on the subject is to be found, so far at least as a 
cursory examination goes to show, in the work, and that 
crowded into a note under the head of Parties. Yet it would 
seem hardly controvertible, that not only may a taxpayer 
bring suit to enjoin a contract void on its face or illegally let, 
but a disappointed bidder, if also a taxpayer, may do so. The 
case oiMazetv. Pittsburgh, 137 Pa. 548, which substantiates 
the first of these propositions, is not even referred to. 

In spite of these, and other minor defects, which lack of 
space forbids mentioning, the work is an extremely valuable 
one, fully worthy, as has been said, of the reputation of its 
author; and no one who uses it will find it to disappoint his 
expectations. Ardemus Stewart. 



The Law of Municipal Corporations in the State of 
Ohio, embracing the Statutes in force, with Forms, and Notes 
of the Decisions of the Supreme and other Courts of the 
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State relating thereto. By Hiram D. Peck. Fourth 
Edition. Cincinnati: The Robert Clarke Co. 1894. 

This is another of the local text-books, which the peculiar 
idiosyncrasies of our different state legislatures and courts 
have rendered necessary, to the great benefit of the book 
publishers and writers, but likewise to the despair of the 
practitioner who would keep his library reasonably complete. 
No question, however, can exist as to the utility of such 
works, under present conditions. They are absolutely essen- 
tial, if the reader is to be given anything but a bare outline 
of the general principles of the subject ; for it is impossible 
nowadays to present anything like a detailed statement of all 
the different statutes and judicial rulings of the forty-four 
states of the Union in any reasonable and manageable compass. 

This being the case, it is evident that the prime requisite of 
such a work, dealing with local laws and decisions, is com- 
pleteness within its limited sphere; and this Mr. Peck seems. 
to have attained. How difficult it is to keep it complete, 
however, may be realized from the rapidity with which it has 
been found necessary to issue new editions, in order to keep 
pace with legislative tinkering, this being the fourth within the 
space of twenty years. There is a good deal of unconscious 
humor in the remarks of the author in his preface, that "This 
makes the revision complete to January 1, 1896, unless the 
legislature should be convened in special session." 

The arrangement of the work is an excellent one for its 
purpose, being simply a digest of the statutes, annotated with 
the cases decided under them, and with forms necessary for 
practice thereunder. One notable innovation is to be found in 
the arrangement of the notes, which, instead of being num- 
bered 1, 2, 3, &c, or a, b, c, &c, are headed with the number 
of the section to which they belong. This, of course, would 
not be practicable where, as in Pennsylvania, the statutes of 
each session are independent of each other, but is far prefera- 
ble to any other mode of numbering, where, as in Ohio and 
other code states, the laws of each session are numbered 
according to the sections of the code. Yet a better plan 
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would seem to be that adopted by many annotators, of plac- 
ing the notes immediately after the section to which they refer, 
instead of at the bottom of the page. 

The audience which this work commands is of course 
limited by its scope ; but within its sphere, it possesses great 
value, and is indispensable to any one who wishes to gain a 
clear idea of the laws governing municipal corporations in 
Ohio. X. 



Commentaries on the Law of Insurance, including Life, 
Fire, Marine, Accident and Casualty, and Guaranty Insur- 
ance in every form, as Determined by the Courts and 
Statutes of England and the United States. By Charles 
Fisk Beach, Jr., of the New York Bar, Author of "Modern 
Equity Jurisprudence," &c. In Two Volumes. Boston 
and New York : Houghton, Mifflin & Co., The Riverside 
Press, Cambridge. 1895. 

This work is in some respects different from those which 
Mr. Beach has previously published. The peculiar condition 
of the law of insurance has made it necessary for him to depart 
somewhat from his usual practice, and, instead of simply 
stating the law as he finds it expressed in the better authori- 
ties, to give some space to the discussion of questions as yet 
unsettled, and to attempt to reconcile cases apparently in 
hopeless conflict. This has been done, as he informs us in 
the preface, in the precise language of the judges, whenever 
possible. Perhaps the most prominent examples of this are 
to be found in the chapters on Insurable Interest and Pre- 
miums. The work is rather enhanced in value by this circum- 
stance; and yet. one could wish that he had given his own 
opinions with a little more freedom and less modesty. They 
would in many cases be fully as valuable as the declarations 
of the bench. 

The text is written with the author's usual clearness and 
directness, and presents the principles of the law. on the 
subject in a terse and perspicuous manner. The details are 
not so well worked out as might have been the case if he had 



